
MAY 3, 2020 - ENTERING THE MONTH OF MARY 
 
 On Friday, May 1st, in response to the pandemic, the Bishops of the United States will re-
consecrate the United States to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  In his letter inviting all the US Bishops to join 
him in prayer on May 1st at 3 pm, Archbishop Gomez, president of the US Bishops' Conference, writes, 
“Every year, the Church seeks the special intercession of the Mother of God during the month of May. 
This year, we seek the assistance of Our Lady all the more earnestly as we face the effect of the global 
pandemic."  Together, on Friday, May 1st at 3 pm on our OLHOC YouTube channel, we can pray and 
watch Archbishop Gregory live-streamed from the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception. After this joint prayer, stay with us as we celebrate our regular afternoon Mass. 
 
 About six weeks ago when every parish in our Archdiocese had to stop regular Sunday Masses, I 
recommended all of you to pray the Rosary every day at 6 pm. I know many of you have done so and 
today as we enter this joyful month of Mary, I renew my recommendation to all of you. The Rosary is 
one of the most powerful prayers, especially when prayed in groups (families, friends, and parish).  It is 
also a personal meditation on the most important Christian mysteries and helps us feel closer to both 
Jesus and Mary. To make it easier for everyone and to strengthen our parish connections in this time of 
continued distancing, Fr. Ben and I decided to make a video for each of the four Mysteries.  We chose to 
pray inside our church, kneeling at the foot of the beautiful Statue of Our Lady of Fatima. Before each 
Rosary decade, we read a short quotation from the Bible. Those four videos are now on our website 
(CLICK HERE). You can pray: 1. The Joyful Mysteries (Mondays and Saturdays), 2. The Sorrowful 
Mysteries (Tuesdays and Fridays), 3. The Luminous Mysteries-Mysteries of Light (Thursdays), and 4. 
The Glorious Mysteries (Wednesdays and Sundays). Each Rosary takes about 20 minutes of your time. 
If you succeed in praying it daily during the entire month of May, I promise you will not be 
disappointed. 

 You are also invited to join us this Saturday, May 2nd (First Saturday of the month) from 4 pm 
to 6 pm for outdoor Adoration and Confessions (please stay in your cars). 
 
 We are blessed to have Our Lady Help of Christians as our patroness Saint. She is always there 
to protect us. I personally have felt her presence and that of her Spouse the Holy Spirit since I joined 
OLHOC nearly 10 years ago. This has also been true for many of us worshipping at OLHOC. We have 
experienced so many blessings in the first 40 years of our parish! Let us also continue to help one 
another as a family of families. Fr. Ben and I have seen many recent examples of people reaching out to 
one another.  
 
 As you know, our parish Feast Day is May 24th. This year, May 24th happens to be 
ASCENSION Sunday.  Several months ago, Archbishop Gregory agreed to celebrate our Feast Day with 
us at the 11:30 am Mass. We planned to have our traditional Crowning of Mary at 11am that day, 
followed by the 11:15 am blessing of our newly completed Adoration Chapel. The ongoing restrictions 
in Maryland make it most unlikely that we will be able to re-open our church to all of you on May 24. 
However, we will live stream the planned celebrations and we will give you more detailed information 
shortly. 
 
 May the month of Mary bring us JOY and HOPE!  May Mary continue to lead us to her Son, 
Jesus! May Mary, Help of Christians, who comes to our rescue in every trial, protect all our parishioners 
in these challenging times!  
 
One in Christ, 
Fr. Alain 


